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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of the following rejection, the indication of allowable subject matter in the 
Office Action dated 6-26-2007 is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The use of the trademarked phrase as a claim limitation, 12C, 
renders the claim indefinite (see MPEP 21 73.05(u) ). 

* 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, and 6-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent 3,812,468 to Wollum et al. 
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Regarding claim 1, Wollum discloses a computer system comprising: a system 
module having a first interface ('468, fig. 1, including 22A and 22B); a test module 
having a second interface configured to communicate with the first interface ('468, col. 
17, line 10, Maintenance System); a first cell having a first controller configured to 
communicate with the first interface and the second interface ('468, including 10A, 11 A, 
12A); and a second cell having a second controller configured to communicate with the 
first interface and the second interface ('468, including 10B, 1 1B, 12B); wherein the 
system module is configured to cause the test module to test the first cell subsequent to 
the second cell being allocated to a first instance of an operating system ('468, col. 4, 
line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18), and wherein the system module is configured to cause 
the first cell to be de-allocated from the first instance of the operating system prior to 
causing the test module to test the first cell ('468, col. 6, line 40). 

Regarding claim 3, in view of the above rejection of claim 1 , Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the system module is configured to cause the 
second cell to be allocated to the first instance of the operating system subsequent to 
causing the first cell to be de-allocated from the first instance of the operating system 
('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 6, in view of the above rejection of claim 1, Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the test module includes a diagnostic test, and 
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wherein the test module causes the first cell to be tested using the diagnostic test ('468, 
col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 7, in view of the above rejection of claim 1 , Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the first cell includes a diagnostic 
test, and wherein the test module causes the first cell to be tested by initiating the 
diagnostic test ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18, control language tests are 
transmitted to units). 

Regarding claim 8, in view of the above rejection of claim 1, Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the test module is configured to 
detect an error in response to testing the first cell, and wherein the test module is 
configured to cause remedial action associated with the error to be performed in 
response to detecting the error ('468, col. 4, line 40): 

Regarding claim 9, in view of the above rejection of claim 1, Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the second interface of the test module couples to 
the first controller of the first cell using a connection ('468, fig. 1 , connections to 10A, 
11Aand12A). 

Regarding claim 10, in view of the above rejection of claim 1, Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the first cell comprises a 
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Regarding claim 11, in view of the above rejection of claim 1, Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the first cell comprises a storage system ('468, 
including 12A). 

Regarding claim 12, in view of the above rejection of claim 1, Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the first cell comprises an input/ontput (I/O) system 
('468, including 1 1 A). 

Regarding claim 13, in view of the above rejection of claim 1 , Wollum discloses a 
computer system of claim 1 wherein the system module is configured to allocate the first 
cell to a second instance of the operating system subsequent to the test module testing 
the first cell ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18, and fig. 7, which indicates 
reconfiguration as an ongoing process). 

Regarding claim 14, Wollum discloses a method performed by a computer 
system comprising: 

detecting that a first cell that is allocated to an operating system is to be tested (468, 
col. 6, line 26-31); de-allocating the first cell from the operating system ('468, col. 6, line 
40); allocating a second cell to the operating system subsequent to de-allocating the 
first cell from the operating system ('468, col. 4, line 46); and testing the first cell with a 
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test module that is external to the first cell subsequent to de-allocating the first cell from 
the operating system ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 15, in view of the above rejection of claim 14, Wollum discloses 
a method of claim 14 further comprising: detecting that the first cell is to be tested by 
determining a time that the first cell was previously tested ('468, col. 6, line 29, inherent 
to calculate measure of time to effect "periodic basis"). 

Regarding claim 16, in view of the above rejection of claim 14, Wollum discloses 
a method of claim 14 further comprising: detecting that the first cell is to be tested by 
detecting a scheduled time ('468, col. 6, line 29). 

Regarding claim 17, in view of the above rejection of claim 14, Wollum discloses 
a method of claim 14 further comprising: storing results of testing the first cell ('468, col. 
17, line 16, tests performed by control language inherently store results into computer 
performing the steps of the control language). 

Regarding claim 18, in view of the above rejection of claim 14, Wollum discloses 
a method of claim 14 further comprising: allocating the first cell to the operating system 
subsequent to testing the cell ("468, col. 16, line 59). 
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Regarding claim 19, Wollum discloses a system comprising: a first cell allocated 
to an operating system ('468, including 10A, 1 1A, 12A); a first means for de-allocating 
the first cell from the operating system ('468, col. 6, line 40); a second means for 
allocating a second cell to the operating system subsequent to de-allocating the first cell 
from the operating system ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18); and a third 
means external to the first cell for testing the first cell subsequent to the first cell being 
de-allocated from the operating system ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 20, in view of the above rejection of claim 19, Wollum discloses 
a system of claim 19 wherein the third means is for performing electrical tests on the 
first cell ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 21, in view of the above rejection of claim 19, Wollum discloses 
a system of claim 19 wherein the third means is for performing functional tests on the 
first cell ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 22, in view of the above rejection of claim 19, Wollum discloses 
a system of claim 19 wherein the first means is for causing the third means to test the 
first cell ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, line 10-18). 

Regarding claim 23, in view of the above rejection of claim 19, Wollum discloses 
a system of claim 19 wherein the third means is for detecting an error in the first cell in 
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response to testing the first cell, and wherein the third means is for causing remedial 
action to be taken in response to detecting the error ('468, col. 4, line 40 and col. 17, 
line 10-18, isolating possessing group). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 24 is allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 24 discloses" wherein the system module is configured to cause the test 
module to test the first cell subsequent to the second cell being allocated to a first 
instance of an operating system, and wherein the system module is configured to cause 
the test module to test the first cell in response to accessing a list that identifies floating 
cells". This feature, in combination with additional claimed subject matter, overcomes 
the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claim 4 discloses" wherein the system module is configured to cause the test 
module to test the first cell in response to accessing a list that identifies floating cells". 
This feature, in combination with additional claimed subject matter, overcomes the prior 
art of record. 

Claim 5 discloses" wherein the system module is configured to cause the test 
module to test the first cell in response to accessing a list that identifies cells allocated 
to the first instance of the operating system". This feature, in combination with 
additional claimed subject matter, overcomes the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Cherry whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2272. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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